
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

LEADERSHIP SEACOAST ANNOUNCES SPONSORS
-----------------------------------------------------------

Northeast Credit Union and Optima Bank Donate to Non Profit
PORTSMOUTH, N.H., April 1, 2011 -- Leadership Seacoast, a non-profit organization that positively impacts Seacoast communities through the development of capable leaders, proudly announced the addition of two community level sponsors: Northeast Credit Union and Optima Bank recently donated $300 each to the leadership organization. The sponsorship will provide on-going programming support for the 2011 class year which started in January 2011 and ends in June 2011.
For more than 75 years, Northeast Credit Union has been a vital part of the communities it serves. Committed to helping its members manage finances, invest in the future, and achieve life goals, Northeast Credit Union believes that serving its members extends to serving the communities its members live and work in.  
Located in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Optima Bank & Trust is a locally owned bank responsive and sophisticated enough to serve the needs of the business owners, entrepreneurs, professionals and executives who keep the Seacoast on the move 

Leadership Seacoast recently completed its second in a series of eight day-long community-focused sessions. Justice Day was held at the Strafford County Complex in Dover, New Hampshire where class members examined the criminal justice system, toured the court and jailhouse and learned about the many challenges facing the Seacoast region. 
Thanks to alumni and Strafford County Clerk of Courts, Julie Howard (LS '07) the 2011 class was exposed to best practices in criminal justice in Strafford Superior Court. This year's agenda featured a discussion of trends and innovative programming, speakers included Rockingham County Superior Court Justice Tina Nadeau; Joe Diament (LS '89), director of New Hampshire's Division of Community Corrections; Christine McKenna, chief probation and parole officer in Exeter; and Anne Rice from the New Hampshire Attorney General's office.   
Leadership Seacoast thanks all of its 2011 sponsors. Leadership sponsors Wheelabrator Technologies Inc, Kennebunk Savings Bank, and Liberty Mutual; Program Day sponsors The Provident Bank, Centrix Bank, People’s United Bank, Piscataqua Savings Bank, and McLane Graf and Raulerson, and its community sponsors Portsmouth Hospital, Northeast Credit Union, and Optima Bank.

In kind services have been provided by Daystar Technologies, Primal Media, Nathan Wechsler & Company, The Music Hall, Calypso Communications and Canoe Harbor Consulting.

About Leadership Seacoast
Based in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the Leadership Seacoast program provides existing and future community leaders the opportunity to engage with the people and organizations that shape the Seacoast’s economic structure and social fabric. Affiliated with the National Community Leadership Association, Leadership Seacoast offers its participants unique insight into how business, community, and politics integrate to create successful societies and how small actions can have a significant impact on the greater global good. Leadership Seacoast alumni make a difference in their communities through networking, active involvement, and personal action. Since its inception in 1988, Leadership Seacoast has created a strong foundation that values diversity of opinion and consensus building to find solutions to challenges affecting the Seacoast’s community and its future. For more information about our programs please contact us at jwheeler@leadershipseacoast.org or check out our website at http://www.leadershipseacoast.org
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